
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : WEDNESDAY, 28 OCTOBER 2015  

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC WILLIES MCHUNU WELCOMES COURTS DECISION TO REFUSE BAIL TO 

SUSPECT ACCUSED OF KILLING ALBINO WOMAN 

 

THE KWAZULU-NATAL MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies 

Mchunu, has welcomed yesterday’s court decision to refuse bail to Bhekukufa Gumede, 

who is charged with the murder of 20-year-old Thandazile Mpunzi, an albino woman. 

 

Earlier this year, relatives reported Mpunzi’s disappearance in Manguzi and, after 

investigations; police arrested and charged four suspects. The suspects led officers to 

the shallow grave containing Mpunzi’s chopped up body.  

 

Last month, Gumede’s co-accused Mandla Mavuso and Lindokuhle Khumalo received 

20-years sentence after pleading guilty. 

Gumede has pleaded not guilty and yesterday, his bail was refused and he remained in 

custody.  

 

The court ruled that his life would be in danger if released; he may evade trial after 

learning of the 20-years sentence received by his co-accused and his release could 

result in community disorder, as the community was outraged. The court also heard that 

the state had a very strong case against Gumede. 



Today (28 October 2015) MEC Mchunu strongly welcomed the court’s decision to 

refuse bail, saying it sent a loud and clear message that it won’t be business as usual 

for suspects who commit barbaric and nefarious deeds. 

 

“We strongly welcome the court’s decision, as it demonstrates that the courts will 

not be lenient to suspects that commit such heinous crimes. As government, our 

view is that he should remain in custody for his alleged crimes. 

 

“As a Department, we are also delighted that that the community continues to 

come out in huge numbers - backed up by the Department and Government to 

picket and oppose bail. The murder and sexual assault of women remains a great 

concern to us which should be condemned by all. 

 

“We thank the law enforcement agencies who worked tirelessly to ensure that 

bail was refused to this suspect and we will continue monitoring the trial,” said 

Mchunu. 
 

Previously, Manguzi was brought to standstill when hundreds of people – supported by 

the Departments of Community Safety and Liaison, marching through the streets to the 

court, opposing bail for the suspects. 

 

The picket was a response to MEC Mchunu’s call for communities to organise 

themselves and oppose bail for rape and murder suspects. 

 

 

Enquiries:           Sipho Khumalo @082-682-6437 

Sipho.Khumalo@comsafety.gov.za 

OR 

 

Kwanele Ncalane @072 803 1462/079 6995755 

Kwanele.Ncalane@kzntransport.gov.za 
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